Remember that a review should be
about giving your opinion an
recommending something (or not!).
Nobody likes spoilers, so don’t just
write a description!
INGREDIENTS
TOPIC VOCABULARY:
Restaurant / shop
staff / service
location
décor
other diners / customers
atmosphere / ambience
AMBITIOUS GRAMMAR:
Verb + ing OR infini�ve
Past perfect
Present perfect
So / such
ADJECTIVES / ADVERBS: superb
impressive
awful abominable
really
truly very
COMPARING AND CONTRASTING:
whereas
while
In spite of the fact that + phrase
The fact of the ma�er is + phrase
Having said that + phrase
Conversely + phrase

Book
chapters
characters
genre
blurb
style

Film / TV / play
episode / installment
characters / goody / baddie
director
sets / costumes / acting
photography

Recipe for a great B2 review
1

Passive & repor�ng verbs (it was thought)
Nega�ve adverb + auxiliary + subject + main verb
Future perfect
Rela�ve clauses
too / enough
fantas�c
appalling
mostly

terrific
terrible
generally

INTRODUCTION

excep�onal
extremely
vibrant

3

however
although
Despite + gerund
Otherwise
While that may be true, ...
On the flip side, ...

ADD INFORMATION or EXAMPLES:
In addi�on
furthermore
What’s more
moreover,
not only + inversion On top of that

2

TITLE

firstly
therefore

4

EXPLAIN

EVALUATE

A review needs an interesting title that
catches the reader’s interest. Write
this when you’ve finished your review
to make sure it’s about your writing.

Start with a rhetorical question or strong
statement. Introduce the topic of the review
and explain why the reader should be
interested.

This is a short paragraph that explains
the main details of the topic. If you’re
reviewing a book or film, be careful
not to spend too long describing it!

This is a longer paragraph (or 2).
Here you answer the questions evaluate the topic and review it

TOPIC SENTENCES:
Use rhetorical ques�ons or strong statements to start your paragraphs in a catchy way.

1. Read the exam question carefully.
Identify the topic, the question, and the
style (informal).
2. Decide on the topic of the review, and
how you will answer the question.
3. Decide if you recommendation is
positive or negative, and why.
4. Select some ambitious language from
the ingredients to include in your
writing.
5. Slowly and carefully write your review.
Think about how you finished the
previous paragraph, and how you can
connect your ideas together.
6. If you can, leave your writing for a few
minutes after you’ve finished.

secondly
so

GIVING RECOMMENDATIONS
I would recommend this ___ to anyone
___ is one of the best ___ I have ever seen
I wouldn’t recommend ___ because / due to / owing to... ___ is must-read/see
Although I’m not normally keen on (plays, Italian food, etc.), I’m glad I decided to go

METHOD

5

CONCLUD E

This is often a short paragraph, or even just a
single sentence. Leave the reader with a clear
recommendation. Try to repeat ideas from
your title.
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7. Read the exam question again. Have
you included all the necessary
information? Have you left the reder
with a clear recommendation?
8. Check your work carefully for your
typical mistakes. This will take about 5
minutes.

